Meeting of Friends of Ukraine
26 January 2025
in Kyiv, online
8 Friends present.
Agenda: as led
1. Support to implementation of human right to conscientious objection to military service.

2. Communication in Facebook and WhatsApp.

Ministries and Discernment

1. Support to implementation of human right to conscientious objection to military service

Serhii Yamkovenko feels there is an opportunity to offer the Ukrainian Government a good model of
alternative service for conscientious objectors based on international standards and that takes into account
concerns widespread in Ukraine regarding possible cheating and necessity to evaluate beliefs. The spirit
leads him to work on this issue and to be brave.

Artem Denysov proposed to take into consideration recommendations of fellow believers and data from
the state registers.

Yurii Sheliazhenko informed that translations of documents on international standards of protection of the
human right to conscientious objection to military service has been published on the FREE CIVILIANS
website https://www.civilni.media/146/ — according to these standards, inter alia, it is recommended to
accept the conscientious objection claims without further inquiries, as it is done in Switzerland, Norway,
and Austria, and to ensure due process if such inquiries are established, in particular, to avoid excessive
intrusion into privacy and automatic disqualification of conscientious objection claims on the basis of any
information, including biographical information. It would be a pleasure and an honor to assist in the
development of legislation on alternative non-military service in times of war, if the Government is open to
considering this issue.

Kristen Richardson promised to search for archival materials on the development of alternative service in
the United States.

The sense of the meeting discerned: we ask the Care Committee to work on supporting efforts for making
legislation for provisions of alternative nonmilitary service during the war in Ukraine.

2. Communication in Facebook and WhatsApp

Artem Denysov informed that a group of Quakers, Friends of Ukraine was created in Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/quakersfriendsofukraine

Yurii Sheliazhenko noted that he was not aware about the initiative of the members of the Media
Committee, but he likes to have an unofficial discussion group in Facebook.

Serhii Yamkovenko proposed to create also a group in WhatsApp.

The sense of the meeting discerned: we ask the media committee to take care of better Quaker
communication on Facebook and WhatsApp.

Signed

Yurii Sheliazhenko, Clerk



